
Notes: 
These days being 'original' is far more important than it was in Elizabethan England.  
The Tempest was first performed in 1611. One of the writers who influenced Shakespeare was 
a French philosopher called Michel de Montaigne. He wrote the first ever essay. (Amazingly, 
Before Montaigne, no one had thought about writing a short piece of work about a single 
topic). Montaigne was a pioneer and Shakespeare 'borrowed' some of his ideas about desert 
islands and put them directly into The Tempest.  
There is something magical about random inspiration. Some of the best iventions ever like 
penecillin and the microwave oven were invented by accident. Can phrases chosen at random 
work a little 'rough magic' in your story?

Instructions:
1. Print out the phrases and cut them out. 
2. Mix them up and put them into an envelope. 
3. Once your students are in the middle of writing their stories, stop the class and tell them that 
you've got some words from Shakespeare (and Montaigne) and tell them to put their hand up if 
they want a lucky dip. Tell them to try to use all or part of the phrase in their story or poem. If they 
need an extra lucky dip - that's OK.
4. When the children are reading their stories out at the end of the session, tell them to put their 
hand up and say 'Shakespeare' if they think they can hear a phrase by Shakespeare in a story.
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savage sands

wicked and ignorant

we grasp at all, but catch nothing but wind

swallowed by the Flood

mad mooncalf

a terrible tempest

sand and mud

shady caves

racks and torments

bows and wooden swords

cut into a thousand pieces

human patchwork

trample underfoot

the greatest storm

into extreme danger

the blows of fortune

when I burn



empierce my lonely heart 

perfect image

a brave exploit

scimitar in hand

cut to pieces

left to the mercy of the waves

turn red with shame

from the middle of the flame

cry out to the tyrant

from the top of a certain rock

the wild waters roar

the wolves howl

i know how to curse

Hear my soul speak

The very instant that I saw you
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wicked and ignorant

we grasp at all, but catch nothing but wind

the greatest storm that blows

into extreme danger

the blows of fortune

foul and muddy

So perfect and so peerless

Hear my soul speak

The very instant that I saw you

cloud capped towers

gorgeous places

we are such stuff as dreams are made on

rough magic

melting the darkness
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